Woodstream Homeowners Association (WHOA)

General Member's Meeting Minutes
Meeting:  April 22, 2008
     Time:  7:00PM  (EDT)

    Place:  Pickerington Central High School, Cafeteria (Opportunity Way, Pickerington, OH)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Meeting called to order by Chair Grabner at 7:05PM.
Directors Grabner, Bush, and Kalmanir present, plus 36 other members.  31 lots represented (20% of total).
1)  Block Watch:  Discussed the Block Watch process and the need for a coordinator and 7-8 captains.  7 volunteers signed up.  Coordinator will work to assign areas of the development to the captains.

2)  Committee Reports:
· Treasurer's Report:  See attached report from Gail Hale. As of 3/31/08, bank balance totals $34,184.09.
· Landscape:  Ann Brocker reported the entryway upgrade is delayed until the new stones can be quarried in Wisconsin. Snow is still present there.  Target date for work is now mid-May.  The mowing contract was bid to 7 companies.  The current vendor (Warner) will be retained.

· Architectural Review:  Tony Powers reported there were no applications over the winter, but now should start coming in.  Committee's goal is to approve all requests.  They will work with applicants to resolve any problems to ensure applications pass the restrictions.  No request has yet been denied.

· Rules Enforcement:  (Alicia Keyes absent)  Bush reports only one complaint received by the committee recently …. parked tractor-trailer.  Discussion about parking ensued for several minutes.
· Social:  Wendy Carter reviewed the recent event (Easter Egg Hunt) and discussed upcoming events (Garage Sale and 4th of July Parade).  A possible block party is being considered, if the logistics can be worked out.  More volunteers are needed for the committee.
3)  Policy Reviews:  The following WHOA policies were discussed:
· Architectural Review Applications.  The forms are available on the WHOA website.  Owners planning changes to their exterior or yard should fill out the form, with appropriate attachments, and submit to the PO Box.  Committee will reply within 30 days.  If not within 30 days, request is automatically approved.  Goal is to approve all requests.

· Parking/Speeding:  Parking on the street is a county issue.  We can request the sheriff's department to mark tires.  There is a time limit for parking without moving the vehicle.  Cars are 48-72 hours.  Truck limit was thought to be 2 hours.  Bush to check that.
Speed limit is 25 MPH throughout the development.  Violations occur regularly.  The sheriff will be asked to patrol, especially when known, regular violations occur.  Will also ask for the radar sign to be put up again for some period.  Speed bumps were discussed.  Mixed feelings about those were voiced.  One member commented that the county can put temporary speed bumps in for the summer, when children are out of school, and remove them the rest of the year.  That possibility will be investigated.

· Hunting/Shooting:  There have been past incidents of youths shooting at birds in the Sycamore Creek woods and watershed areas.  Deer hunters have also been seen along Sycamore Creek.  No hunting is permitted anywhere on Woodstream property.  The sheriff told us there is a $500 fine for hunting within a development.  Shooting songbirds or out-of-season game carry additional penalties.  A question was raised if the area was posted for "No Hunting".  There previously were some signs along the Creek.  Bush will check the area and arrange for signs, if needed.
4)  Member-Raised Questions:  Questions had previously been received in the website mailbox and in an unsigned flyer.  Discussions about these issues continued for 15 or more minutes.

· Rental of homes:  Many members felt we should disallow renting of homes.  The only bar to rentals in the Covenants is against short-term (hotel-like) rentals. Discussion about changing the Covenants to prohibit any rentals ensued.  The legality of such a change was discussed.  A group may follow up on that issue with the lawyer who originally prepared our Covenants.

· Crime Incidents:  No serious crime has been reported by the sheriff's department within Woodstream.  There was a SWAT arrest on Shady Maple for a murder suspect wanted in Whitehall.  Fairfield sheriff deputies participated in a support role.  A tip revealed the suspect was temporarily staying in that house.  Members living around that house voiced obvious concerns over the incident.  As the house is a rental property, the preceding discussion resumed.
· Vandalism:  The unsigned flyer, previously distributed on all members' mailboxes, alluded to assorted acts of vandalism.  No specific incidents were noted, but others mentioned that such acts had occurred.  Again it was reiterated that the sheriff should be called when such acts occur.  The Board would like notification after the fact, but should not be considered as the solution to such problems.

· Yard Maintenance Issue:  Concerns over poorly kept yards were voiced and discussed.  Insect problems have resulted in some yards being destroyed this past year.  Lack of care or ignorance of the treatment was partly to blame.  If owners fail to cut their yard, the Association can intervene.

· Anonymous Flyer:  A full-page ranting was distributed throughout the neighborhood on the previous Sunday night.  Many accusations and some misinformation were included in the unsigned diatribe.  The Board can't address such issues, if the author is unknown and the Board can't check on the validity or details of the issues described.  If members have an issue or a problem, they should feel free to discuss them with the Board.  The Board wants to do what it can to correct any deficiencies, within its scope of power.
5)  Fiscal Year Change:  When the WHOA was turned over from the builders to the homeowners, the initial assessments were collected in July 2006.  The Board at the time felt the Fiscal Year should then run from July 1st to June 30th.  Since the WHOA Articles of Incorporation were later found to state that the Fiscal Year should run from January 1st to December 31st, we will make the correction this year.  The current cash on hand should allow us to pay all expenses for the remaining calendar year.  The Board intends to hold off the next assessment until January, 2009, assuming no unforeseen expenses occur.  No increase in the annual assessment is foreseen at this time.  As this is the first year the expenses are actually falling to the Association, we'll watch the cash flow through the summer and fall to be sure that expectation is realized.

6)  Common Property Tax Exemption:  The exemption request for the property taxes on the ten common parcels was filed with the Fairfield County Auditor in December, 2007.  The review of our request will take several more months.  If granted however, the exemption will be retroactive to the filing date.  Any taxes paid in the meantime will be rebated to us.  The exemption could be full, partial, or denied.  The current taxes on the ten Common plots are $4,012.62 annually.
7)  Open Discussion:  Issues for discussion from the floor followed:

· Water Shut-Off Valve Heights:  The issue of the height of the water valve boxes at each lot was raised.  They are supposed to be at the same grade as the sidewalks, but many appear to be higher.  Interference with lawnmowers is the concern.  Bush will survey the neighborhood and contact the water company to see what can be resolved.
· Missing Stop Sign:  Unlike other intersections in Woodstream, there is no sign on Hickory View at Woodstream.  This needs to be checked and corrected.  Bush will survey.

Motion to close the meeting was made by John Hale, seconded by Tony Powers, and approved at 8:55PM. 
Respectfully Submitted,

   Gary Bush, Secretary
Summary of Action Items:

1) Letter to Tractor-Trailer owner and sheriff's rules on truck parking time limit.  (Bush)

2) Radar sign for speeding.  Information on permanent or temporary speed bumps.  (Bush)

3) "No Hunting" signs.  (Bush)

4) Possible Covenants Change to disallow rentals.  (Wendy Carter and group)

5) Water Shut-Off Valve heights survey.   (Bush)
6) Stop Sign at Hickory View and Woodstream.   (Bush)
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