Woodstream Homeowners Association (WHOA)

Landscape Committee (LC) Meeting Minutes
Meeting:  October 30, 2007

     Time:  7:00PM  (EDT)

    Place:  Home of Ann Brocker (8845 Creekwood Dr. NW)

------------------------------------------------------------------

Members Present:

                Ann Brocker (Chair), Jim Brocker, Linda Gaylor, John Hale, Gail Hale,

   Cleo Quaerna, and Shana Bender.

 Guests:  Chuck Grabner (WHOA Board), Gary Bush (WHOA Board), Dan Kalmanir (WHOA Board),

------------------------------------------------------------------

Meeting called to order by Chair Ann Brocker at 7:05PM.

Primary topic for this meeting is to discuss the bids received for the reconstruction of the Woodstream-Busey entryway.  Three bids were received by the committee.  All bidders received the Landscape Plan prepared by Melissa Hoover in August, 2007.
The committee member assigned to each of the three bids presented the bid and provided information about it.  The bids received were:

1. Orchard Gardens, Ltd. (David Ochs) - presented by Linda Gaylor:
Total bid:  $13,771.81


2. C.O.M.O. Central Ohio Maintenance Organization (Robert Hart) - presented by John Hale:
Total bid:  $20,412.75.


3. Melissa Hoover Landscape Design Ltd. (Melissa Hoover) - presented by Ann Brocker:
Total bid:  $21,101.00.


General discussion followed about each.  Discussion centered on capabilities and experience of each bidder and their overall cost.

The overall consensus of the committee, as well as the guests present, was to accept the bid of Orchard Gardens.  There were four questions to be clarified by Orchard Gardens about their bid to ensure they were providing all features on the Landscape Plan.  Gary Bush agreed to call David Ochs the next day to get clarification on the following four questions:

1. Details of the stonework portion of the bid were sketchy. Were the two 24' long x 18" high walls included in the stonework?

2. His bid only showed 12 Juniperus plants.  16 were required by the plan.  How much for the 4 additional plants?

3. How soon could he start the project?

4. What was his payment schedule for the project and when would it be required?

Assuming the answers were reasonable, the Committee recommended this bid be accepted.

Other topics discussed:  

Concern was expressed that the lighting at the entrance might shine into homes behind the Woodstream sign.

We are following the problem with emerald ash borer.  Woodstream has many ash trees that could be affected in the future.  The possibility of tree removal or treatment may be necessary.

The current entrance sign may be moved to the second entrance.

Ann will call Wilson to have watering bags removed from new trees on Woodstream Drive and thank them for planting the one missing tree.

It was decided that the problem of weeds along Woodstream Drive would wait until next spring.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ann Brocker, Chair


ADDENDUM to the Landscape Committee Minutes of 10-31-2007

Gary Bush called David Ochs on 10-31-2007 with questions about the Orchard Gardens bid, as noted in the Minutes above.  David called on Nov. 1st with the following answers:

1) He got together last night with his subcontractor on the stonework and reviewed their quote.  They stand by the original bid for all the stonework, as described in the note I sent him.  He verified that all items were included.  The hardscape cost was, and still is, quoted at $6,775.00.

2) The four additional Juniperus (Blue Pacific Junipers), to bring the total to 16, will cost an additional $120.00.

3) His Start Date will be two weeks from signing.

4) His payment will be upon completion.  Both he and his subcontractor work under those terms.  So, no up-front payment is required.  If planting work is split between now and next Spring, the apportioned costs should apply.

5) He did some additional checking with his plant suppliers yesterday and, currently, the largest Columnar Norway Spruce available is only about 4’ - 5’ high.  He suggests substituting an Iseli Foxtail Colorado Blue Spruce.  It is a narrow variety of the Blue Spruce, very similar to the Norway Spruce’s columnar variety.  The Foxtail is available in the 6’ - 7’ size we’d prefer.  I have attached three PDF’s I downloaded for your review:  one bulletin about each tree from the USFS and a general bulletin about Colorado Blue Spruces.  I’ll leave the decision to the Landscape committee.  My preference is to go with the Colorado Foxtail variety …. for whatever that’s worth.

With the additional 4 Junipers, Orchard Garden’s bid totals $13,891.81.

W. Gary Bush

WHOA Director and Secretary
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